Freetown Elementary School
FARMINGTON RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT – WRITING MAP

GRADE FOUR


	Month
	Content
	Skills
	Standard

	September 
	Paragraph writing


Acrostic Poems


Written responses to literature


Types of sentences


Sentence structure


Personal Narrative

Review 6- Traits of Writing
	Write a paragraph using coherent organization, a clear focus and sufficient detail

Use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure

Write short poems using detail

Respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers

Identify and create the four types of sentences

Write an essay about a personal item brought in from home.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001): 3,4
• Learning Standard 1.2 Follow agreed-upon rules for class discussion and carry out assigned roles in self-run small group discussions.  
• Learning Standard 2.2 Contribute knowledge to class discussion in order to develop ideas for a class project and generate interview questions to be used as part of the project.  
• Learning Standard 3.4 Give oral presentations about experiences or interests using eye contact, proper place, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  
• Learning Standard 5.4 Recognize the subject-predicate relationship in sentences.  
• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  
• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  
• Learning Standard 19.9 Write stories that have a beginning, middle, and end and contain details of setting.  
• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  
• Learning Standard 19.13 Write an account based on personal experience that has a clear focus and sufficient supporting detail.  
• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  
• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  
• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  
• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  
• Learning Standard 23.4 Organize ideas for a brief response to a reading.  
• Learning Standard 23.5 Organize ideas for an account of personal experience in a way that makes sense.  




	October 
	 Book Reports
 

Story writing

Revisions

Nouns and verbs

Creating forms of poetry

Sentence Structure
	Students will explore a literary genre and will be able to produce a book report and/or project.


Students will write a story using beginning, middle, and end.  

Students will provide detailed setting.


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will identify nouns, including common and proper nouns, possessive nouns and singular and plural nouns.


Students will identify verbs, including action, linking, and tenses.


	MA_Curriculum_FrameworksEnglish Language Arts (2001)  : 3,4


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 19.9 Write stories that have a beginning, middle, and end and contain details of setting.  


• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  


• Learning Standard 23.4 Organize ideas for a brief response to a reading.  





	November 
	Book Reports

Three to five paragraph essays


Revisions


Editing


Adjectives


Creating forms of poetry

Sentence structure


Compare/contrast essay
	Students will explore a literary genre and will be able to produce a book report and/or project.


Students will construct an essay using coherent organization, a clear focus and sufficient detail.


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will identify adjectives.


Students will compare and contrast literary selections with media productions.

	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001)  : 3,4


• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  


• Learning Standard 4.15 Determine meanings of words and alternate word choices using a dictionary or thesaurus.  


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  


• Learning Standard 19.12 Write a brief interpretation or explanation of a literary or informational text using evidence from the text as support.  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  


• Learning Standard 23.4 Organize ideas for a brief response to a reading.  





	December 
	Letter writing


Revisions


Editing

Creating forms of poetry


Figurative language

Sentence Structure
	Students will identify the five parts of a friendly letter and include all parts when writing their letter.


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will identify similes, metaphors, and personification from passages, as well as create them.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001)  : 3,4
• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  


• Learning Standard 4.11 Identify the meaning of common idioms and figurative phrases.  


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 8.12 Identify sensory details and figurative language.  


• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  


• Learning Standard 20.2 Use appropriate language for different audiences (other students, parents) and purposes (letter to a friend, thank you note, invitation).  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  


• Learning Standard 23.4 Organize ideas for a brief response to a reading.  

	January 
	Paragraph essays


Revisions


Editing


Adverbs


Creating forms of poetry


Sentence Structure


Figurative Language


Book Reports


Persuasive writing
	Students will construct an essay using coherent organization, a clear focus and sufficient detail.


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will write short poems using onomatopoeia and/or alliteration.


Students will identify forms of poetry with onomatopoeia and alliteration.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will be able to identify and properly use adverbs.


Students will write a persuasive essay that display supporting, detailed arguments.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001)  : 3,4
• Learning Standard 3.3 Adapt language to persuade, to explain, or to seek information.  


• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  


• Learning Standard 4.11 Identify the meaning of common idioms and figurative phrases.  


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 14.2 Identify rhyme and rhythm, repetition, similes, and sensory images in poems.  


• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  


• Learning Standard 20.2 Use appropriate language for different audiences (other students, parents) and purposes (letter to a friend, thank you note, invitation).  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  



	February 
	Writing dialogue


Expository writing


Revisions


Editing


Creating forms of poetry


Sentence Structure


Book Reports

	Students will use proper punctuation when writing sentences and/or paragraphs using dialogue.


Students will write an essay using factual information based on research and reading.


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will provide the definition of prefixes and suffixes and will construct words using prefixes and suffixes.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001)  : 3,4
• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  
• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  
• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  
• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  
• Learning Standard 19.11 Write brief summaries of information gathered through research.  
• Learning Standard 19.12 Write a brief interpretation or explanation of a literary or informational text using evidence from the text as support.  
• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  
• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  
• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  
• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  
• Learning Standard 24.2 Identify and apply steps in conducting and reporting research:  
•  24.2.A Define the need for information and formulate open-ended research questions. For example, students read Rudyard Kipling’s account of how the alphabet came to be in the Just So Stories and ask, “Where did our alphabet really come from?”  
•  24.2.B Initiate a plan for searching for information. The class lists possible sources of information such as books to read, electronic media to read and view, or people to interview.  
•  24.2.C Locate resources. One group of students goes to the library/media center for books about the invention of writing; another group looks up “alphabet” in a primary encyclopedia CD; and a third group interviews speakers of languages other than English and upper-grade students who are studying Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, or German.  
•  24.2.D Evaluate the relevance of the information. Having collected information from three sources, students decide which information is most relevant, accurate, and interesting.  
•  24.2.E Interpret, use, and communicate the information. Students in one group sort information from library books into categories; the members of the second group organize information from the CD, and the members of the third group summarize what they have learned from students and speakers of other languages. The students organize and communicate the results of these different forms of research in a single coherent presentation with documented sources.  
•  24.2.F Evaluate the research project as a whole. Students determine how accurately and efficiently they answered the question, “Where did our alphabet really come from?”  



	March 
	Writing five paragraph essays


Revisions


Editing


Pronouns


Creating forms of poetry


Sentence Structure
	Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will identify and use pronouns properly, including singular, object, and subject pronouns.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001): 3,4


• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  


• Learning Standard 26.2 Compare stories in print with their filmed adaptations, describing the similarities and differences in the portrayal of characters, plot, and settings.  





	April 
	Parts of Speech review


Creating forms of poetry


Synonyms/Antonyms 


Idioms


Biography Book Reports
	Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will identify parts of speech, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns.


Students will be able to identify and illustrate idioms.


Students will explore biographies and will be able to produce a book report and/or project depicting the main character.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001): 3,4


• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  


• Learning Standard 4.11 Identify the meaning of common idioms and figurative phrases.  


• Learning Standard 4.16 Identify and apply the meaning of the terms antonym, synonym, and homophone.  


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 19.11 Write brief summaries of information gathered through research.  


• Learning Standard 19.12 Write a brief interpretation or explanation of a literary or informational text using evidence from the text as support.  


• Learning Standard 25.2 Form and explain personal standards or judgments of quality, display them in the classroom, and present them to family members.  





	May 
	Report Writing


Revisions


Editing


Sentence Structure


Homophones


Creating forms of poetry


Parts of Speech review
	Students will write a research paper, using information gathered. Students will utilize the six step process. 


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.


Students will write short poems using detail.


Students will be able to identify parts of speech including nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.
	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001): 3,4
• Learning Standard 3.5 Make informal presentations that have a recognizable organization (sequencing, summarizing).  


• Learning Standard 3.6 Express an opinion of a literary work or film in an organized way, with supporting detail.  


• Learning Standard 3.7 Use teacher-developed assessment criteria to prepare their presentations.  


• Learning Standard 4.16 Identify and apply the meaning of the terms antonym, synonym, and homophone.  


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 19.9 Write stories that have a beginning, middle, and end and contain details of setting.  


• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  


• Learning Standard 23.4 Organize ideas for a brief response to a reading.  


	June 
	Writer's Choice


Revising


Editing


Sentence Structure

	Students will choose to write either a narrative, persuasive, or expository essay.


Students will use correct mechanics, usage and sentence structure.


Students will revise writing to improve the level of detail and sentence variation.


Students will be able to edit their work and will peer edit essays.


Students will respond to questions from selected novels/basal using details and text from the novel to support their answers.

	MA_Curriculum_Frameworks English Language Arts (2001)  : 3,4


• Learning Standard 5.6 Identify the four basic parts of speech (adjective, noun, verb, adverb).  


• Learning Standard 5.7 Identify correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), correct usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and correct sentence structure (elimination of sentence fragments).  


• Learning Standard 19.9 Write stories that have a beginning, middle, and end and contain details of setting.  


• Learning Standard 19.10 Write short poems that contain simple sense details.  


• Learning Standard 21.2 Revise writing to improve level of detail after determining what could be added or deleted.  


• Learning Standard 21.3 Improve word choice by using dictionaries.  


• Learning Standard 22.3 Write legibly in cursive, leaving space between letters in a word and between words in a sentence.  


• Learning Standard 22.4 Use knowledge of correct mechanics (end marks, commas for series, capitalization), usage (subject and verb agreement in a simple sentence), and sentence structure (elimination of fragments) when writing and editing.  


• Learning Standard 23.4 Organize ideas for a brief response to a reading.  


• Learning Standard 23.5 Organize ideas for an account of personal experience in a way that makes sense.  
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